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DEAR FAMILY:
Praise the Lord, through you, $58,496.19 was raised for our Advent
Conspiracy offering!  By “Worshipping fully; spending less; giving more
and loving all”, you were able to help our three mission ministries:
Japan, Thailand and Mexico. I am so glad that in our 6 years of this
offering we again increased by 10% over last year.

So here is how it will be spent:

Give Hope in Japan
As we continue to partner with the Rifu Oasis Chapel and
Pastor Matsuda, we will again send a team to assist the
church. In the past, we helped with tsunami relief and
outreach to the community through a bilingual VBS. This year,
Rev. Matsuda will be coming to the U.S. in January/February
and will visit with us and help in our planning. The team will
also spend time in the Tokyo area to encourage those who
became Christians here in our Japanese language ministry
and have now moved back home to Japan.

Give Water in Thailand
On January 14th we will be sending a team of 4 to meet with
our American Baptist missionaries, Mike & Becky Mann. They
will visit several villages in Thailand to determine when to do
our next water project, but also to see if we can commit to the
next 10 years. We will decide whether to expand our help for
their health, education and economics to a group of villages.
Thailand is in a state of government change so keep this
country in prayer. We don’t know what will happen, but the
Lord has been leading us down this path for the work in
Thailand. We press on.

Give Future in Mexico
We will again help support a private Christian School, El
Porvenir Primaria Escuela, in San Telmo, Mexico. We have
been working with Bread of Life Church in Torrance for
several years and this was the outgrowth of that ministry. This
school will help in changing the culture of this agri-business
town and help the children to break out of this economic cycle.
It also will help develop Christian leaders in the future.

It’s such a privilege for me to be a part of GVBC and the Missions
Ministry that is done through our church You are a very generous
congregation and I praise God for you. I pray our love and heart for
missions will grow in 2016.

His child,
Pastor Steve
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MASTER CREATOR
PROFILE OF STEVEN CONRAD LEACH
BY KATHY AISO
“There are a number of scientists who believe in God, because of the
laws of the earth and universe.” — Steven Conrad Leach

The allure of learning has always captivated
Steven Conrad Leach. From the time he could
read, he grew up completely absorbed in
reading books to gain information. Chemistry
was a subject which was of high interest to him.

THERE HAS TO BE A HIGHER POWER

At age seven, Steven’s parents noticed his
interest and bought him a chemistry set. At age 12, they
started purchasing chemicals so he could progressively
conduct more advanced experiments. By the time he took
chemistry in high school, he was beyond the material
being taught. After being presented with the periodic table
for the first time in class, it dawned on him that there had
to be a higher power. “Whoever this higher power is, it
created the laws of chemistry, physics, and math with
precision and order,” Steven shared. “Everything fit
together perfectly. It didn’t happen randomly.”

HE DISCOVERED THIS HIGHER POWER

While an undergraduate at U.C. Davis, Steven found the
answer as to whom this higher power was. He attended a
Christian church for the first time. After accepting a friend’s
invitation, he accompanied her to Assemblies of God
Church (AGC) in Davis. Steven came to realize through
attending AGC, this higher power — who created the laws
of chemistry, physics, and math, as well as the world and
universe — was God. With faith in God and realizing
Jesus died for his sins, Steven accepted Christ as his Lord
and Savior one Sunday, praying the Sinner’s Prayer with
the AGC pastor. He was baptized a year later.

GOD IS THE MASTERMIND BEHIND EVERYTHING

Learning became even more intriguing for Steven,
knowing that God was the mastermind behind everything.
Over the years, he earned multiple degrees:  B.A. in
Chemical Engineering (1977, UC Davis), Master’s Degree
in Chemical Engineering (1985, Stanford University), and
Master’s Degree in Applied Mathematics and Computers
(1987, USC). As part of a team, he shares with fellow
colleagues eight different patents on products. The
patents are in the areas of chemistry, electronics, and
microelectronic chips.

WORKING FULLTIME AND CARING FOR HIS FAMILY

One of the biggest joys in Steven’s life was marrying his
wife, Candy, and having a son, Steven Clifford. Both
Christians, Steven and Candy were married in a ceremony
on the beach in Carmel on St. Patrick’s Day 1991. “Candy
was a lovely woman and very sociable,” Steven shared.
The Lord took Candy home early. During Candy’s illness,
Steven worked fulltime while also taking care of her and
young Steven Clifford’s needs. Both father and son were

active in Awana — a Christian youth organization.
Steven earned a 12-year pin for his leadership in
the organization while Steven Clifford earned an
11-year pin. In addition, Steven taught 4th/5th,
and 6th-grade Sunday school at Combie Bible
Church, Lake of the Pines (near Sacramento).

Although Candy went home to the Lord, she was
able to watch Steven Clifford grow up during some

of his formative years. Steven Clifford was 12 years old
when Candy passed away. Steven is reassured about
Candy, knowing she is with the Lord and out of pain.
Today, he enjoys Steven Clifford’s company who is 23
years old and resides fairly close by in the valley.

MOVING TO SO CAL

Over a year ago, following a job offer, Steven moved to
Southern California. He works for Rapiscan Systems in
Torrance. One day, while on his way to the store, he
walked by GVBC and decided to visit our church. Upon
his first visit in October 2014, he was pleased to hear a
strong biblical sermon on Jonah by Pastor James Chang.
Steven had been looking for a strong biblical-teaching
church and found GVBC a perfect fit. He continued
attending GVBC regularly, becoming a member in
February 2015. On Sunday mornings at second service,
he serves as a greeter. This past fall, he enjoyed the
camaraderie of fellow Christian men at the Men’s Retreat.
Upon hearing about the retreat, Steven Clifford remarked
how happy he was his dad attended and participated in
the firing range during their free time, both for the first
time.

DO NOT LEAN ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING

Steven’s favorite Bible passage, Proverbs 3:5, 6 reminds
him that his intelligence and all he learns comes from the
Lord.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And
do not lean on your own understanding. In
all your ways acknowledge Him, And He
will make your paths straight.”

Although some people ask Steven, “Why are you so
wise?” because he has solved problems involving
technical areas and has a vast amount of information, he
always gives full credit to God. “I read a lot, but God
teaches me everything I need to know. It is endless!” he
grinned.

Steven praises our glorious God for his salvation and also
for continuously sharing revealing insights and wisdom
into His creation.
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CINDY IIYAMA

Hello, my name is Cindy Iiyama. I grew up in a home where my
father was an atheist and my mother was taught by Catholic nuns in
Japan so she taught me the Lord’s Prayer. There was never a light
bulb moment of realization that I needed God in my life. I only
remember I was always aware of His presence.

In the mid 1970s, my classmates at Peary — Sharon Gekko and
Marian Kobata — invited me to the Sunday night group called, “Teen
Christian Fellowship” [at GVBC]. This is where I received Jesus as
my Lord and Savior and asked Him to be a part of my life.

After accepting Jesus, I tried to attend Sunday school, but I was shy
and didn’t like answering questions, So, I would attend the worship
service with Reverend Hirose.

Eventually, I drifted away from church when I started working. Even
though I was not socializing with other Christians, I still felt I had a
personal relationship with Jesus and was doing okay.

However, I worked overtime every chance I could get it. I was so tired
I began telling Jesus, “I need a year off from work,” over and over
again. On January 17, 2005, I experienced a subdural hematoma
(bleeding in the brain) and ended up with surgery at UCLA Medical
Center in Westwood. It took 51 weeks for me to return to work. By
God’s timing, on December 25, 2005 I returned to GVBC. And, I was
aware God was working in my daily life. I met Cindy Matsuda at the
Guest Center and later her mother, Marianne Matsuda.  God then
brought Susan Wakuta and I together one day in the Sanctuary
where she invited me to “The Rock” community group. This group
has helped me grow in my faith.

Also being a member of the Evangelism group gives me many
opportunities to touch people’s lives for God. In addition, I help with
the Friday Food Ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Gardena
[feeding and ministering to the homeless in our community].

My favorite scripture is Psalm 46:10:

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth.”

This passage is special to me because I can always recognize how
God is working and moving in me throughout my day.

BAPTISM TESTIMONY
Baptism Sunday, December 27
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MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119.

This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work.
Please join us for prayer. Information on our missionaries and mission projects
will be provided. For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the
church office. Open to all.

THAILAND MISSION TEAM HEADING FOR THAILAND

From Thursday, January 14 to Wednesday, January 27, GVBC is sending a
team of four GVBCers [pictured at right] back to Chiang Mai, Karen hill country
and the Um Pang in Thailand for a 13-day mission trip. All four team members
were part of the mission team who went to Thailand last year on a mission trip.
However, this year they are a survey team, exploring ways GVBC can continue
to be involved in the work God is already doing in this area.

They will also visit Kew Mai Sang, the village where they spent the majority of
their time last year, building a water system and toilets. They want to reconnect
with the villagers and be a consistent witness of God’s love through their return
visit.

They will also survey potential future ministry sites with Integrated Tribal
Development Program (ITPD) — working with Michael & Becky Mann
International Missionaries in Thailand and the Thailand Karen Baptist Convention
(TKBC) — to confirm a 2017 mission assignment. Mike serves as Director of the
ITDP. The team will visit a Karen refugee camp to explore possible GVBC future
involvement. And, they want to better understand Baptist mission work in
Thailand altogether.

The team is asking prayer for: God to be glorified and His love to be shown;
wisdom and discernment in considering GVBC’s future involvement in Thailand
mission work; opportunities to deepen our existing relationship with Kew Mai
Sang villagers and to share God’s love with them; encourage a Christian couple
in Kew Mai Sang, the only Christian couple in the village; good communication
despite the language barrier (Thai & S’gaw Karen languages); humility, flexibility,
and team unity; and the political climate of Thailand would remain open to
Christianity. [Also see Pastor Steve Langley’s article on page 1].

JIM & LETA VAN METER, Paraclete Mission Group

Beginning in July both Jim and Leta have been dealing with major health issues.
In July, Jim’s heart attack required him to have open heart surgery. He reported
he feels stronger than before the heart attack. He feels God spared his life for a
reason. In October, Leta had diaphragmatic plication surgery. The positive
outcome of Leta’s surgery was she has better lung capacity and her long-term-
nagging cough has ceased. Both Jim and Leta are progressing well and are
thankful for the countless acts of care and kindness shown to them through many
people. Family and friends were there in the Van Meter’s time of need. “Our
hearts are filled with overwhelming gratitude and thanksgiving,” write the Van
Meters.

In 2016, the Van Meters desire to focus on the theme of “thanksgiving”. Please
pray Jim and Leta would regain full health and strength. Also, pray the Lord
would give the Van Meters discernment and creativity as they plan this new year
of ministry with a focus on “thanksgiving”. Please also include Jim’s mother in
prayer. During this last chapter of her life, pray she experiences the loving
presence of the Lord through family and friends.

“Thank you so much for your prayers and get well card. It meant so much to us!”
write Jim and Leta.

5)

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

(L) Pastor Eiji Osato, Izumi Kawasaki,
Grace Hayashi, Lauren Yoshiba

Michael & Becky Mann
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES

Patti Hatashita and family in the passing of her Auntie Kay who passed away on Tuesday,
December 22.

Pastor Chris & Michelle Koga and family in the passing of Michelle’s father, Randy Williams, who
passed away on Tuesday, December 29. The memorial service will be held on Tuesday, January 19
at 1:00 p.m. at the Bakersfield National Cemetery.

The memorial service for Frank Kuwata [who passed away on Sunday, December 13, 2015] will be
held on Saturday, January 9, 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Reception following at First Baptist Church of
Palos Verdes (28 Moccasin Lane, Rolling Hills Estates, 90274). Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for all of your kind words, prayers, and acts of compassion
with respect to the passing of my father [Roy Kitano]. Also, thank you for the beautiful floral
arrangement at his service. We are blessed by being in this community. With thanks, Judi Yogi and
family and the Kitano Family

On Sunday, December 27 we extended the Right Hand of Fellowship to our new
members, David & Downa Takeshima. Welcome to our GVBC family.

FRED & JANE TANAKA, CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF JAPAN

“Thank you for your steadfast love and prayers in reaching the children of this very
difficult country. However, all is not lost because the Lord has His chosen ones who
have been reached and those yet to be reached,” write Fred and Jane.

The annual New Year’s Teacher Training Seminar for CEF of Japan will be held on
January 30. Fred will demonstrate by giving a lesson on The Great Experiment,
written by Allegra McBirney. The story is based on a little girl whose curiosity and
determination leads her to conduct an experiment. She is determined to find out if the
idol which her parents revere can rise from a grave. Please pray Fred would be able
to grasp the whole story and present the Gospel effectively.

In November, one of Jane’s nieces went home to the Lord. Howard, who helped with
her memorial service, passed away just a week later. Please pray for Jane’s niece’s
family as well as Howard’s as they deal with their losses. Howard was a dear friend
and supporter of the Tanakas.

There have been few positive results, as Fred has gone to rehabilitation due to
horrific pains in his left leg. It has affected his walking and sleeping. He is unsure if
the doctor’s diagnosis of a slipped disc is correct.

The Tanakas request prayer for wisdom for the doctor in determining the real cause
of Fred’s pain. Also, pray Fred receive the correct treatment and God’s healing.
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
Wednesday, 6:30 — 9:00 p.m., Room 218. OASIS is a
weekly Bible study taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall. ROOTED, a college-age [EPIC] and
young adults [YAM] ministry, gathering together for a time
of teaching and praising the Lord!  Questions can be
directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad Toy,
brad@gvbc.net. NOTE: approximately once a month
ROOTED will meet for special events, such as on:
 Sunday, January 17 = Worship Night/EPIC will be at

their Winter Retreat.
 Sunday, February 7 = YAM/EPIC Superbowl Party.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, January 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Our theme is
“New Start” and the URBANA team will be a part of this
service. Refreshments served in Room 201 after the
service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday
Federal holiday.

WORK DAY
Saturday, February 6, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

JUNIOR 4TH & 5TH GRADE CHILDREN’S WINTER
CAMP
Friday, February 12 to Sunday, February 14, Forest Home
(16 miles east of Redlands). Free transportation to and
from camp. Theme is “Safe Harbor.” Spaces extremely
limited so registration is first come, first serve basis.
Scholarships available. Call or email Sandy Tsukamoto at
sandy@gvbc.net, or ext. 678. Cost $135. Early
registration before Sunday, January 10 with full payment
and application. After deadline, $150 by Sunday, January
24 with full payment and application. After January 24,
$160 if space available. To register contact your Sunday
school teacher or the office.

MARRIAGE CONFERENCE
 Friday, February 12, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary
 Saturday, February 13, 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Rooms

218/220.
More info to follow from Pastor Daniel Matsuda.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, February 15, Presidents Day Federal holiday.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 21, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall.

YOUTH WINTER CAMP
Friday, February 26 to Sunday February 28, Oak Glen,
Yucaipa. Pick up registration form from your youth leader
or contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682, email:
layne@gvbc.net
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GVBC Primetimers
T.V. TAPING AT SONY PICTURE STUDIOS

TUESDAY, MARCH 1

Departs: 10:45 a.m. from GVBC.
Cost: $104 per person (checks payable to GVBC with
“Jeopardy” in subject line). Price includes gratuity for the
driver.
Roundtrip transportation via deluxe motorcoach.
Lunch at George Petrelli’s Steak House in Culver City.
Afternoon taping of “Jeopardy” with Alex Trebek at Sony
Picture Studios. You can cheer on the contestants.
Reserve your space now.
DEADLINE for final payment is Monday, February 1.

Contact Richard and Keiko Imatomi via the church office.

GVBC Primetimers
Honshu Highlights Japan Tour
March 28 — April 7, 2017

LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28,
2017
LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017
Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple
occupancy [checks payable to GVBC
with Japan tour in subject line]
Single Supplement add $720

Air Inclusive tour from Los Angeles
Round-Trip Airport Transfers in Japan
This fully escorted Honshu Highlights Japan Tour (used
to be called Japan Cherry Blossom Tour) takes you from
Kyoto to Kinkakuji to Tokyo Skytree to understand
Japanese history. On our way to Tokyo we will be making
numerous trips to other areas including Hiroshima
Miyajima, Kyoto, Kanazawa, Takayama, Shirakawago,
Shinshu Nagano, and Hakone. You will learn about
Japan's stunning natural, urban and cultural diversity. In 9
days, you will visit the beautiful, historic, and natural
wonders of central Honshu's seven prefectures. You will
stay at fine western-style hotels as well as a Japanese
Ryokan where you can experience onsen hot springs and
fantastic Japanese traditional cuisine.
“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7%
discount. Discount also available for people on the
waiting list.
DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s
Agreement and Tour Application Form are due May 27,
2016.
Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016 ($4,398.00 double
occupancy per person / $5,118.00 single occupancy)

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the
Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit
their table in the Courtyard after the worship services.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, January 20 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 17.

Announcements

NEED PRAYER AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICES?
You can go to Room 158 after 1st service until 10:20 a.m. and Room 119 after 2nd
service until 12:20 p.m. If you would like prayer, your choice of a male or female
Board of Deacon member will be available to pray individually with you. This prayer
time is ongoing each Sunday after services.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND DVDs AVAILABLE

Copies of the three messages by our 2015 Women's Weekend
speaker, Ellen Hong, are available at the A/V Ordering Table
behind the Community Hall. Each DVD contains all three
messages. Cost is $2.00 per DVD.

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES READY FOR PICK UP

Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your
numbered offering envelopes, available in the Narthex. If you
do not have a numbered box and would like one, please
contact Wendy Nakano in the church office, ext. 672 or email
her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

FOR SALE BY GVBC: PROPERTY AT GREEN HILLS

GVBC owns six individual adjacent cemetery plots located at Green Hills Memorial Park’s Sunset
Terrace.  The Board of Deacons has decided to make them available to the congregation for purchase
for $5,000 each.

If you are interested, please call Peggy at the church office, extension 675 or email her at
peggy@gvbc.net and she will refer you to our contact at Green Hills.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adults
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

URBANA SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2016
Both services in the Community Hall
URBANA Team will lead both worship services and give
their testimonies from their experience.
Pastor James Chang and Brad Toy

New Series: The Beatitudes

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2016
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2016
Blessed are those Who Mourn

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2016
Blessed are the Meek

WINTER

WORSHIP

SCHEDULE

Happy
New
Year
2016


